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2020 Session House Bills Undermining Religious Freedom

HB 7 — SOGI Housing Law — Adds “sexual orientation” and “gender identity”
(SOGI) as special protected classes in the Virginia Fair Housing Law, with no
religious liberty protections.

HB 1418 — SOGI Employment & Workplace Harassment — Adds SOGI to list
of categories for which a private cause of action can be brought for harassment
and employment discrimination.

HB 1049 — SOGlI in Public Contracts, Public Accommodations, etc. —
Prohibits discrimination in employment, public accommodations, public
contracting, apprenticeship programs, housing, banking, and insurance on the
basis of SOGI.

HB 696 — SOGI Local Human Rights Ordinances — Allows localities to
prohibit discrimination in housing, employment, public accommodations,
credit, and education on the basis of SOGI.

HB 581 — “LGBT” Cultural Competency Training Requirement — Requires
all state employees to complete cultural competency training on the LGBT
community.

HB 386 — Talk Therapy Ban — Prohibits licensed counselors from helping a
struggling or confused minor to understand and embrace natural and healthy
sexual expressions and identities through talk therapy.

HB 1663 — SOGI Nondiscrimination Omnibus Bill — Prohibits discrimination
in private employment, public accommodations, etc., on the basis of SOGI. This
would encompass churches. It also establishes hefty fines, new causes of actions,
grants attorneys’ fees, unlimited compensatory and up to $250K in punitive
damages, and grants Attorney General broad new powers of enforcement.

HB 145 — Public K-12 Schools; Development of “Transgender” Policies —
Requires the Department of Education to develop model polices concerning
the treatment of “transgender” students in K-12 public schools, including use of
bathrooms, locker rooms, dress codes, sex-specific school activities, and bullying,
and that every school district will be required to adopt “transgender” policies
consistent therewith.

HB 1041 — Birth Certificates; Change of Sex — Allows anyone to officially
change the sex designation on their birth certificate upon a simple request,
with a simple doctor’s note and no evidence of any procedures.

HB 1429 — Health Insurance Sex Change Coverage — Requires most Health
plans to pay for gender transition procedures for adults and children; creates
new forms of gender.

HJ1 — ERA — Ratifies the so-called Equal Rights Amendment, which would
likely enshrine abortion in the Constitution and erase important distinctions
between men and women concerning privacy, sports, and other areas.

“Religious liberty simply evaporates as a fundamental right grounded in the U.S. Constitution, and
recedes into the background in the wake of what is now a higher social commitment—sexual freedom.”

— Dr. Albert Mohler, President of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, pastor, author, producer of The Briefing
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Letter grade is based on a 10-point grading scale. All opportunities to vote in favor of religious freedom are counted unless one was
officially registered as absent for the day. The Religious Freedom Grade is based on the entire session’s votes. Votes are attributable
to the second half of Session. The vote record for the first half can be found in the Mid-Session Report Card on Religious Freedom.
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2020 Session Senate Bills Undermining Religious Freedom

SB 161 — Public K-12 Schools; Development of “Transgender” Policies —
Requires the Department of Education to develop model polices concerning
the treatment of “transgender” students in K-12 public schools, including use
of bathrooms, locker rooms, dress codes, sex-specific school activities, and
bullying, and that every school district will be required to adopt “transgen-
der” policies consistent therewith.

SB 245 — Talk Therapy Ban — Prohibits licensed counselors from helping a
struggling or confused minor to understand and embrace natural and healthy
sexual expressions and identities through talk therapy.

SB 657 — Birth Certificates; Change Of Sex — Allows anyone to officially
change the sex designation on their birth certificate upon a simple request,
with a simple doctor’s note and no evidence of any procedures.

SB 246 — Non-Binary Sex on Drivers License — Allows any person to
choose male, female or “Non-binary” for their official sex designation on their
driver’s license.

SB 868 — SOGI Nondiscrimination Omnibus Bill — Prohibits discrimination
in private employment, public accommodations, etc., on the basis of SOGI.
This would encompass churches. It also establishes hefty fines, new causes
of actions, grants attorneys’ fees, unlimited compensatory and up to $250K
in punitive damages, and grants Attorney General broad new powers of
enforcement.

SJ 1 — ERA — Ratifies the so-called Equal Rights Amendment, which would
likely enshrine abortion in the Constitution and erase important distinctions
between men and women concerning privacy, sports, and other areas.

“There can be a conflict between religious liberty and sexual liberty, but in almost all cases the sexual

liberty should win ... Pm having a hard time coming up with any case in which religious liberty should

win.” “We are in a zero-sum game: a gain for one side necessarily entails a corresponding loss for the

other side. ... And, in making the decision in this zero-sum game, | am convinced society should come

down on the side of protecting the liberty of LGBT people.”

— Chai Feldblum, Former Commissioner at the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission,

Law professor at Georgetown University, and LGBT author and activist

The Family Foundation Action — 2020 Session Report Card on Religious Freedom




Letter grade is based on a 10-point grading scale. All opportunities to vote in favor of religious freedom are counted

unless one was officially registered as absent for the day. The Religious Freedom Grade is based on the entire
session’s votes. Votes are attributable to the second half of Session. The vote record for the first half can be found in
the Mid-Session Report Card on Religious Freedom.
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